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WHY YOU SHOULD ATTEND THIS PROGRAM

Ninth Symposium on Child Custody Evaluations
Hyatt Regency Cambridge

October 28–30, 2010

Continuing Education
Up to 16.5 hours of continuing education for psychologists, mental health
professionals, mediators and others. AFCC is approved by the American Psy-
chological Association to sponsor continuing education for psychologists.
Applications will be made to the National Association of Social Workers
(NASW), to the Allied Board of Mental Health for Massachusetts MFTs and
to the MaMHCA/MMCEP for licensed mental health counselors. For more
information, see page 8.

Cambridge and Boston
Cambridge is located just a bridge away from Boston on the other side of
the Charles River. Packed with international flair and a youthful vitality,
Cambridge is a city where counter-culture still lives, classic culture thrives,
and multicultural is a way of life.

Stroll the historically elegant Brattle Street with its outstanding col-
lection of Tory mansions including the Longfellow House National Historic

Site, a treasure chest of historic artifacts. Visit the academic powerhouses
of Harvard and MIT. Daily campus tours, led by student guides, leave from
the campus Information Centers. Musically, Cambridge has a multicultural
atmosphere and a dynamic energy uniquely its own. Whether in its many
music clubs or on its streets, you are likely to hear a violin concerto, lilting
Andean pipes, the rhythm of steel drums or the pulse of a jazz solo. Enjoy
fresh air and the remaining days of fall watching rowers prepare for com-
petition while strolling, biking or walking along the river. Cambridge’s
culinary offerings defy the typical college town. With over 200 restaurants
squeezed into six square miles, Cambridge offers everything from small
ethnic bistros to elegant fine dining. Cambridge is also home to one of the
world’s largest number of bookstores per capita and boasts of an incom-
parable concentration of booksellers offering diverse subject matter and
consistent quality of service.

Learn from the leaders in the field
• An interdisciplinary faculty of more than 75 presenters from through-

out North America and beyond, with decades of experience in family
law and child custody evaluations. This Symposium features the
leading practitioners, authors and instructors in the field.

Participate in the work of the AFCC Child Custody
Consultant Task Force
• Join AFCC’s Town Hall Meeting and learn about the Task Force’s

deliberations on child custody consultation and have an
opportunity to voice your opinions about this emerging area
of practice.

Build your practice skills in Pre-symposium Institutes:
• The Essentials of Child Custody Evaluations

• Evidence and Testimony

• Using the MMPI-2-RF

• Mental Health-Attorney Consultation in Child Custody Cases

Choose from 30 workshops including:
• Integrated Approach to Intimate Partner Violence in Child Custody

Evaluation

• Divorce, Custody and Suicide

• Use of the Forensic Mental Health Professional as a Litigation
Consultant

• New Research on Custody Evaluations and Domestic Violence

• A Survey of Licensing Board Complaints Among Child Custody
Evaluators

• Toxicology Testing in Child Custody Evaluations

• The Relocation Evaluation

• Work Product Reviews and Children’s Best Interests

If you are a family law professional who works with families in custody, parenting and access disputes, you will not want to miss this out-
standing program! Space is limited so register today.
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
Cambridge/Boston, Massachusetts

Hyatt Regency Cambridge

Ninth Symposium
on Child Custody Evaluations

Wednesday, October 27, 2010

6:00pm–8:00pm Registration

Thursday, October 28, 2010

8:00am–7:00pm Registration

8:30am–9:00am Coffee and Rolls for Institute
Registrants

9:00am–4:30pm Pre-Symposium Institutes

12:00pm–1:00pm Lunch (on your own)

7:00pm–8:30pm Opening Session

8:30pm–9:30pm Welcome Reception

9:30pm–12:00am AFCC Hospitality Suite

Friday, October 29, 2010

7:30am–5:00pm Registration

8:00am–8:30am Coffee and Rolls

8:30am–10:00am General Session

10:00am–10:30am Break

10:30am–12:00pm Workshops 1-6

12:00pm–1:30pm Lunch (included)

1:45pm–3:15pm Workshops 7-12

3:15pm–3:30pm Break

3:30pm–5:00pm Workshops 13-18

Evening Taste of Cambridge/Boston

9:00pm–12:00am AFCC Hospitality Suite

Saturday, October 30, 2010

7:30am–12:00pm Registration

8:00am–8:30am Coffee and Rolls

8:30am–10:00am Workshops 19-24

10:00am–10:30am Break

10:30am–12:00pm Workshops 25-30

Join AFCC TODAY
AFCC is the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts, an
interdisciplinary and international association of professionals
dedicated to the resolution of family conflict. AFCC members
include judges, lawyers, mediators, psychologists, custody evalu-
ators, parenting coordinators, social workers, parent educators,
researchers and others.

AFCC Member Benefits Include:
Family Court Review: Quarterly print and electronic subscription
to AFCC’s academic and research journal with full access to the
online archives dating back to 1963.

AFCC Newsletter: AFCC’s monthly electronic newsletter features
practice tips, research updates and interviews with leading practi-
tioners.

Online Member Directory: An international network of nearly
4,000 family court professionals.

Free Online Conference Audio: Online access to AFCC plenary
sessions in MP3 format.

Member Discounts: Members receive a 20% discount on AFCC
conferences and trainings, 15% discount on AFCC publications, 20%
discount on publications from Wiley-Blackwell and insurance dis-
counts through Complete Equity Markets.

Reduced Registration Rates
for AFCC Members
Join AFCC when you register and receive a one-year membership for
only $140—a $10 discount—and register at the AFCC member
rate. Select the “New Membership Special” when completing the
registration form and register at the AFCC member rate. You may
also register and join online at www.afccnet.org.
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PRE-SYMPOSIUM INSTITUTES
Separate registration required for institutes.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2010
9:00am–4:30pm

1. The Essentials of Child Custody Evaluations
This institute will address the essential components of the evaluation process from
acceptance of the assignment to testimony. Emphasis will be placed on how to
manage the initial contacts with attorneys and litigants and on the development
of a comprehensive Statement of Understanding between the evaluator and the
litigants. The presenter will offer recommendations concerning risk management
procedures with a focus on how to minimize the animosity litigants often expe-
rience toward evaluators. This institute is designed for both beginning and
experienced evaluators.
David Martindale, Ph.D., ABPP, Co-author, The Art and Science of Child Custody
Evaluations, St. Petersburg, FL

2. Evidence and Testimony in Child
Custody Evaluations

Participants in this institute will learn about the fundamental rules of evidence
and related concepts that govern how forensic psychologists present their work
and opinions via sworn testimony. Topics include: introductory concepts and legal
terminology, the hearsay rule and the exceptions most commonly encountered by
expert witnesses, the general rules governing expert testimony, issues of evi-
dentiary reliability under Frye and Daubert, the purpose and scope of direct and
cross-examination, and effective strategies for communicating one’s expert
opinions in legal proceedings.
Timothy Tippins, J.D., Albany, NY

3. Using the MMPI-2-RF (Restructured Form)
in Child Custody Evaluations

The MMPI-2-RF is a new 338-item version of one of the most commonly used psy-
chological tests in child custody evaluations. This institute explains the rationale
for and the outcome of the revision, including a description of the 50 scales of the
MMPI-2-RF, the documentation available to guide its use and interpretation, and
the empirical literature on the instrument. Features of particular relevance to child
custody evaluations, including the availability of a child custody litigant reference
group, will be highlighted. Numerous case examples will be used to demonstrate
the test’s use in custody evaluations. Special consideration when using revised
measures in forensic evaluations will be discussed. A familiarity with the
MMPI-2 is assumed.
Yossef S. Ben-Porath, Ph.D., Kent State University, Kent, OH
James R. Flens, Psy.D., ABPP, Brandon, FL

4. Mental Health-Attorney Consultation in
Child Custody Cases: From Witness
Support to Testimony

Consultation in child custody matters is a growing area of practice that raises
important ethical considerations. This institute will examine advantages and lim-
itations of mental health consultation with special attention to ethical issues
related to coaching, consulting, the role of the reviewer and legal protections for
work of the consultant. Presenters will consider key issues including role clarifi-
cation; elements of informed consent; implications for the ethics and credibility
of the consultant; and effective use of an expert witness to conduct discovery and
prepare for trial. The institute will include audience discussion of diverse practices
and services offered in the context of attorney-mental health consultation.
David Medoff, Ph.D., Suffolk University, Boston, MA
Hon. William Fee, Angola, IN
Robert A. Simon, Ph.D., San Diego, CA
Samuel J. Ferrara, J.D., Abrams, Fensterman, et al, Lake Success and
New York, NY
Hon. Dianna Gould-Saltman, Los Angeles, CA

Save the Dates!
AFCC 48th Annual Conference

June 1-4, 2011
Hilton Orlando Bonnet Creek Resort

Orlando, Florida

AFCC Regional Training Conference
October 27-29, 2011

Hyatt Regency Indianapolis
Indianapolis, Indiana
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2010
8:00am–7:00pm Registration
8:30am–9:00am Coffee and Rolls for Institute

Registrants
9:00am–4:30pm Pre-Symposium Institutes
7:00pm–8:30pm Opening Session
Welcome: Robert M. Smith, J.D., M.Div., AFCC President, Windsor, CO

Risks and Benefits of Child Custody Evaluations
The role of the child custody evaluator has come under increasing scrutiny in
recent years. While many judges rely heavily on the information contained in an
evaluation report, critics contend that: (1) there is no social science to support the
effectiveness of evaluations; (2) evaluations are very expensive; and (3) evalua-
tions may be an unwarranted intrusion into the lives of families. How effective are
child custody evaluations? Do evaluators help families or infringe upon their pri-
vacy? This panel will examine these thorny questions.
Mary E. O’Connell, J.D., Northeastern University Law School, Boston, MA
Maria P. Cognetti, Esq., Vice President, American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers,
Camp Hill, PA
Arnold T. Shienvold, Ph.D., Riegler-Shienvold & Associates, Harrisburg, PA
Chief Justice Paula Carey, Massachusetts Probate and Family Court, Boston, MA

8:30pm–9:30pm Welcome Reception
9:30pm–12:00am AFCC Hospitality Suite

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2010
7:30am–5:00pm Registration
8:00am–8:30am Coffee and Rolls
8:30am–10:00am General Session

Child Custody Consultation Town Hall Meeting
The burgeoning role of the child custody consultant has raised a host of critical
questions and concerns for evaluators, consultants, lawyers, courts and clients and
has called attention to a collision of professional ethics. The AFCC Child Custody
Consultant Task Force has begun to wrestle with these challenges as it attempts
to better clarify roles and responsibilities and determine whether a comprehen-
sive set of guidelines is feasible or desirable. This Town Hall Meeting will present
points of consensus and controversy and provide an opportunity for everyone to
voice opinions, ask questions and take part in this important conversation.
Robin M. Deutsch, Ph.D., Co-chair, AFCC Child Custody Consultant Task Force,
Boston, MA

Hon. William Fee, Co-chair, AFCC Child Custody Consultant Task Force, Angola, IN

Andrew Schepard, J.D., Reporter, AFCC Child Custody Consultant Task Force,
Hempstead, NY

10:00am–10:30am Break

10:30am–12:00pm Workshops 1–6

1. Integrated Approach to the Assessment of
Intimate Partner Violence in Child Custody
Evaluation

Custody evaluators are faced with the issue of intimate partner violence (IPV) in
more than one-third of all cases. Clearly, not all IPV comes in the same package.
In 2008, the field took a giant step forward by applying different patterns of IPV
to parenting plans based on work that emerged from the Wingspread Conference
on Domestic Violence and Family Courts. This workshop moves one step closer to
helping evaluators, attorneys and the court link behavioral descriptions with the
risk assessment and research literature on IPV to help create research-based par-
enting plans.
Leslie M. Drozd, Ph.D., Newport Beach, CA

William G. Austin, Ph.D., Lakewood, CO

James R. Flens, Psy.D., ABPP, Brandon, FL

2. The Empirical Forensic Model: Principles of
Application for Custody and Access Assessments

With increased pressure on evaluators to support their opinions with research
rather than subjective impressions, challenges arise for those attempting to apply
an Empirical Forensic Model to child custody cases. What research is appropriate
to review? How much of what is said to a court needs research to back it up? Does
group data apply to individuals? Does clinical experience count for anything any-
more? This workshop will present a model for a more research-based approach to
custody and access assessments that is practical and focused on the evidentiary
threshold of reliability.
Jeffrey Wittmann, Ph.D., Author, Custody Chaos, Personal Peace, Albany, NY
Timothy Tippins, J.D., Albany, NY

3. Toxicology Testing in Child Custody Evaluations
Allegations of substance abuse are relatively common in child custody evaluations.
This workshop will focus on various toxicology testing strategies that can be used
in the context of these evaluations and in the subsequent monitoring of access.
The mechanics, processes, strengths and weaknesses of various toxicology testing
strategies will be discussed, including urine toxicology testing, patch monitoring
and hair sample toxicology testing. The differences between using toxicology for
forensic, as opposed to clinical, purposes will be discussed as will the possible
implications of a recent Supreme Court decision.
Claude Schleuderer, Ph.D., Kingston, NY

4. The Use and Misuse of Expert Witnesses
This presentation will use a point-counterpoint format to examine appropriate
roles for experts in custody and parenting time cases. Presenters will discuss: (1)
what lawyers want and need from experts to assist in helping the court under-
stand important issues such as relocation and the impact of domestic abuse on
children; (2) what mental health professionals can do to assist lawyers with their
cases and the court in making decisions; and (3) how experts can be helpful to
judicial officers.
Mindy Mitnick, Ed.M., M.A., Edina, MN
Susan Lach, J.D., Minneapolis, MN
Hon. Kevin McGrath, Hennepin County District Court, Minneapolis, MN

Ninth Symposium on Child Custody Evaluations
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5. Evaluations Inside the Court: Special Issues in
Court Clinic Evaluations

The Middlesex County Massachusetts Family Service Clinic provides a unique set-
ting for observing and intervening with deeply entrenched family systems. This
workshop will address topics including: reunification of children with a parent
after a lengthy separation; observing parent-child interaction in the clinic setting;
confidentiality in communications between custody evaluators and child thera-
pists; and family situations in which visitation may not be in the child’s interests.
Barbara Hauser, LICSW, Middlesex Probate and Family Court, Cambridge, MA

John E. Baker, Ph.D., Middlesex Probate and Family Court, Cambridge, MA

Adam Rosen, J.D., Ph.D., Middlesex Probate and Family Court, Cambridge, MA

Mark Bleier, Ph.D., Middlesex Probate and Family Court, Cambridge, MA

6. Divorce, Custody and Suicide: Protecting our
Clients

Divorced and separated adults, particularly men, are at a higher risk of making a
suicide attempt than married or single adults. This presentation examines risk fac-
tors and warning signs of suicidality, published research on divorce and suicidality,
and ways in which these impact our work with clients. Dr. Rappaport will also
share her story of the completed suicide of her mother following a custody battle.
Nancy Rappaport, M.D., Cambridge Health Alliance/Harvard Medical School,
Cambridge, MA

William M. Levine, J.D., Boston, MA

12:00pm–1:30pm Lunch (included)

1:45pm–3:15pm Workshops 7–12

7. Use of the Forensic Mental Health Professional
as a Litigation Consultant

When retained by attorneys to provide consultation, forensic mental health pro-
fessionals may be asked to critique a child custody evaluation, assist in crafting
cross-examination questions for the evaluator who wrote an evaluation unfa-
vorable to the client, or assist attorneys in selecting court-ordered evaluators and
monitoring court-ordered evaluations. This workshop will explore the parameters
of the litigation consultant’s role and ethical responsibilities.
Debra K. Carter, Ph.D., National Cooperative Parenting Center, Bradenton, FL

Kathryn Kuehnle, Ph.D., University of South Florida, Indian Shores, FL

Mary Ferriter, J.D., M.P.A., Esdaile, Barrett & Esdaile, Boston, MA

8. Child Custody Evaluations and Case Study
Methodology

This workshop examines the suitability of case study methodology as a framework
for child custody evaluation. The presenter will review four phases of the custody
evaluation process: (1) the rigorous gathering of data; (2) the making of descrip-
tive, explanatory and predictive inferences from those data; (3) the application of
research findings to individual cases using a risk and resilience model; and
(4) the evaluation of the final report.
Frances M. Vertue, Ph.D., University of Canterbury, Christchurch, Canterbury,
New Zealand

9. The Relocation Evaluation
Many judges and child custody evaluators consider relocation cases to be trou-
blesome, largely because the choices are limited and difficult for children. This
workshop will focus on the relevant legal and psychological literature that will
guide the evaluation process and help the evaluator provide constructive data and
recommendations to the court. The focus will be on avoiding bias, addressing risk
and protective factors that will help the court make a difficult, but necessary, deci-
sion in these challenging cases.
Philip M. Stahl, Ph.D., ABPP, Queen Creek, AZ

10. Providing a Voice to Children in High Conflict
Custody and Visitation Cases

Professionals often dread accepting an assignment as counsel for a child in a high
conflict custody or visitation case and are confused about whether their role is
investigator, advocate, mediator, counselor or social worker. Join attorneys who
specialize in representing children as they discuss these challenges and provide
recommendations on how to effectively represent a child while reducing conflict,
enhancing cooperation and achieving desirable outcomes.
Dawn J. Post, J.D., The Children’s Law Center, Brooklyn, NY
Karen Simmons, J.D., The Children’s Law Center, Brooklyn, NY
Martha Pollack, J.D., The Children’s Law Center, Brooklyn, NY
Jonathan Waldauer, J.D., The Children’s Law Center, Brooklyn, NY

11. Stepfamily Dynamics in Custody Disputes
The formation of a new stepfamily through cohabitation or remarriage often raises
the anxiety level between high-conflict households. Participants in this workshop
will learn to help families understand stages of stepfamily formation, role
stress, boundary issues and the most common issues that provoke litigation:
ambiguous parenting roles, competitive parenting, children’s loss of one-on-one
time with the biological parent and loyalty binds. Inter-household genograms will
be used to illustrate enlisting family participation in problem-solving and man-
aging expectations regarding the expanded family system.
Leslie Todd, LCSW, ACSW, Baton Rouge, LA

12. Ethical and Professional Practice Issues for
Court-Involved Therapists

AFCC’s Court-Involved Therapist Task Force has completed its Guidelines for this
specialized role. Using case vignettes, this workshop will present challenging
dilemmas often faced by therapists when they become involved in court pro-
ceedings. Presenters will highlight practice pitfalls that increase professional risk
in these situations and provide guidance in ways to structure court-involved ther-
apy to maximize its effectiveness.
Matthew Sullivan, Ph.D., Palo Alto, CA
Lyn Greenberg, Ph.D., Los Angeles, CA
Hon. Linda Fidnick, Northampton, MA

3:15pm–3:30pm Break

Ninth Symposium on Child Custody Evaluations
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3:30pm–5:00pm Workshops 13–18
13. I Know What I Know, So Please Don’t Bother Me

With Facts: Bias in CCE
This workshop will explore the different types of cognitive biases and will delin-
eate those that may occur during the course of conducting court appointed
custody evaluations. The origins of bias within a social and cognitive psycholog-
ical framework will be explored and the common biases found among custody
evaluators will be discussed. Using case examples, practical steps that can be taken
to eliminate or reduce bias when conducting court-appointed evaluations will be
examined.
Alicia Pellegrin, Ph.D., Baton Rouge, LA

14. Work Product Reviews and Children’s Best
Interests

The presenters in this workshop will present the position that the best interests of
children are served when attorneys have mental health professionals available to
them, who are qualified to thoroughly examine the work of evaluators, and sub-
sequently offer candid advisory input concerning the strengths and deficiencies
of the work that has been reviewed. Examples will be linked to AFCC’s Model Stan-
dards for Child Custody Evaluation. Attendees will be invited to present opposing
perspectives for discussion.
David Martindale, Ph.D., ABPP, Co-author, The Art and Science of Child Custody
Evaluations, St. Petersburg, FL
Jonathan W. Gould, Ph.D., ABPP, Co-author, The Art and Science of Child Custody
Evaluations, Charlotte, NC

15. Reconciling the Practices of Child Custody
Evaluators with the Needs of the Legal
Community

This workshop will present new research findings regarding the degree to
which evaluators adhere to current professional guidelines. Research on the legal
community’s views about child custody evaluations, as well as statutory and case
law specifically related to child custody evaluation procedures will also be dis-
cussed. The needs and expectations of the legal community will be compared to
the practices of child custody evaluators. Suggestions will be presented for moving
toward a more collaborative existence between the legal community and child
custody evaluators.
Amanda Zelechoski, J.D., Ph.D., Brookline, MA
Thomas P. Dovidio, J.D., Hacienda Heights, CA

16. Avoiding the Landmines: Recognizing and
Managing Ethical Issues in Child Custody
Evaluations

This program is for mental health and legal professionals interested in deepening
their understanding of ethical decision-making in child custody situations. Using
a vignette format, panelists will guide participants through the ethical decision-
making process, actively demonstrating an approach that considers relevant ethics
code provisions as well as legal, clinical and risk management issues. Attendees
will increase their conceptual understanding of the nature and resolution of eth-
ical dilemmas in child custody and gain substantive familiarity with mental health
ethics standards.
Nancy McGarrah, Ph.D., Atlanta, GA
Lindsay Childress-Beatty, J.D., Ph.D., Deputy Director, APA Ethics Office, Washington, DC

17. Risk Assessment: Use of the SARA, SAM and
HCR-20 in Custody Assessments

This workshop will review the structured professional judgment approach utiliz-
ing the SARA (Spousal Assessment Risk Assessment), the SAM (Stalking
Assessment and Management) and the HCR-20 (Assessment Risk and Violence)
that can be included for custody and access assessments.
Larry Fong, Ph.D., Calgary, AB, Canada
Terra Taylor, M.Ed., R. Psych., Calgary, AB, Canada

18. New Research on Child Custody Evaluations and
Domestic Violence: Implications for Practice and
Professional Education

This workshop will present new findings on the beliefs, knowledge, and practices
of custody evaluators in cases involving domestic violence. Methods involved sur-
veys of custody evaluators, in-depth interviews with custody evaluators and
detailed coding of custody evaluation reports. Researchers will discuss the rela-
tionship between beliefs and knowledge of domestic violence and the tendency
to make particular recommendations in custody cases, as well as the influence of
experience, occupation, training and other factors on beliefs and behavior.
Daniel Saunders, Ph.D., University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI
Jennifer Hardesty, Ph.D., University of Illinois, Urbana, IL
Chris S. O’Sullivan, Ph.D., New York, NY
Moderator: Nancy Ver Steegh, J.D., M.S.W., William Mitchell College of Law,
St. Paul, MN

Evening Taste of Cambridge/Boston
9:00pm–12:00am AFCC Hospitality Suite

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2010
7:30am–12:00pm Registration
8:00am–8:30am Coffee and Rolls

8:30am–10:00am Workshops 19–24

19. Should Child Custody Evaluators Speak to a
Child’s Therapist? When, Why and How?

How do evaluators determine whether to interview a child’s therapist? How can
evaluators minimize the threat to the therapeutic relationship with the child and
family when reporting therapeutic information? Are there other methods that can
be used that avoid contacting a child’s therapist? What are the legal criteria for
determining the waiver of a child’s therapeutic privilege? These questions and
others will be addressed in light of the proposed AFCC Guidelines for Court-
Involved Therapists.
Jane Appell, Ph.D., Concord, MA
Sharon Gordestsky, Ph.D., Brookline, MA
Hon. Gail Perlman, Northampton, MA

Ninth Symposium on Child Custody Evaluations
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20. Tailoring Parenting Plans for Hard to Fit Cases
This workshop will demonstrate how to utilize empirical research when evaluat-
ing or assisting parents in developing meaningful time-sharing arrangements for
cases involving high conflict, relocation, and intimate partner violence. Presenters
will explore when gatekeeping can be functional and protective or harmful and
alienating. Through a practical, interactive approach, participants will have an
opportunity to apply various time-sharing and parenting options to case studies
involving challenging issues and complicated situations.
Linda Fieldstone, M.Ed., Supervisor, Family Court Services, Miami, FL
William G. Austin, Ph.D., Lakewood, CO
Hon. Linda Fidnick, Northampton, MA

21. A Practical and Cost Effective Approach to
Appointing Custody Evaluators/

The use of custody evaluators/guardians ad litem in contested parenting cases is
often a costly and time intensive intervention. This session will discuss crafting
court orders to provide the evaluator with precise instructions, including tighter
framing of the questions before the court, tailored to the individual case. This will
minimize hours, costs, and prolonged litigation, thereby producing an assessment
that will better assist the court and help work towards resolution for families. This
workshop will introduce the concept and use of an identified court liaison as the
evaluator.
Lesley Goldsmith, J.D., Canton, MA
Hon. Robert W. Langlois, First Justice of the Norfolk Probate and Family Court,
Canton, MA
Donna Feinberg, LICSW, Canton, MA
Claudette B. Pierre, Ph.D., Brookline, MA

22. Using Child Development Research to Construct
Parenting Plans for Attorneys and Child Custody
Evaluators

This workshop will present child development research specifically as it pertains
to creating parenting time plans that foster the child’s psychological development
and protect the child’s physical and emotional safety. Research on attachment and
on cognitive, social, and emotional development from infancy through adoles-
cence will be reviewed and applied to specific post-separation issues, including
how to establish new child-parent relationships, the role of the non-residential
parent and the appropriate use of overnights.
Joanna Bunker Rohrbaugh, Ph.D., Department of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical
School, Cambridge, MA
David Finn, Psy.D., Associates in Human Development Counseling, LLC,
Rolling Meadows, IL

23. Now What Do We Do? Allegations of Munchausen
by Proxy in a Parenting Plan Case

This workshop will present an overview of the current state of science in Mun-
chausen by Proxy cases. A brief history, definition and methods of investigation
will be presented. Information will be provided that will help the evaluator craft
an evaluation that will assist the courts when this type of allegation is made.
Deborah Day, Psy.D., Winter Park, FL
Kathryn Kuehnle, Ph.D., University of South Florida, Indian Shores, FL
Catherine C. Ayoub, Ed.D., Children & the Law Program, Massachusetts General
Hospital, Boston, MA

24. After the Evaluation: Trauma Focused Cognitive
Behavior Therapy, Evidence-Based Treatment
for Traumatized Children

After custody evaluations have been completed, and abuse or domestic violence
substantiated, treatment recommendations are often necessary. Trauma focused
cognitive behavioral therapy (TF-CBT) is the most widely tested evidence-based
practice for treatment of trauma in children, including children exposed to family
violence and child maltreatment. This workshop will briefly review common
trauma reactions in children and will provide an overview of TF-CBT that will assist
family court professionals in improving their understanding of the most effective
treatment for traumatized children.
Jessica Griffin, Psy.D., University of Massachusetts Department of Psychiatry, Child and
Family Forensic Center, Worcester, MA

10:00am–10:30am Break

10:30am–12:00pm Workshops 25–30

25. How Safe is Your License? A Survey of Licensing
Board Complaints Among Child Custody
Evaluators

How risky is child custody work? What are the chances that you will lose your
license? What impact does the investigative process have on evaluators? This
workshop will examine these and other questions about licensing board com-
plaints in child custody work as presenters review findings from their recent study
on this topic. Identified warning signs and risk management strategies will be
reviewed and implications for child custody practice will be highlighted.
James N. Bow, Ph.D., ABPP, Northville, MI
Michael C. Gottlieb, Ph.D., ABPP, Dallas, TX
Jeffrey Siegel, Ph.D. ABPP, Dallas, TX

26. The Effect of Warring Parents on Children’s
Development

From earliest infancy through young adulthood, the developmental pathway is
influenced by a wide range of factors. Children’s well-being in post-divorce situ-
ations is a highly complex, interactive and multi-dimensional process that is
influenced by a multitude of additional factors. This presentation will explore the
impact of warring parents on children and highlight the different levels at which
parental conflict can impact negatively on children’s growth and development.
Samuel Stein, MBBCh, FRCPsych, University of Bedfordshire, Aylesbury,
Buckinghamshire, UK

Ninth Symposium on Child Custody Evaluations
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27. High Demand Groups, from Fundamentalists to
“Cults,” and the Child Custody Evaluation:
Pitfalls and Strategies

Divorces ensuing from one parent’s involvement in a high-demand group
(whether it is a Fundamentalist group or“cult”) present a unique challenge to cus-
tody evaluators. This presentation will cover methods for assessing the impact of
the high-demand group on children and families. Tools and resources to help the
evaluator make child-centered recommendations while avoiding the pitfalls of
being accused of violating First Amendment rights will also be presented.
Steve K. D. Eichel, Ph.D., ABPP, Newark, DE

28. Understanding Adaptations to Trauma and Their
Impact on Child Custody Evaluations

Best practices in psychological evaluations of children are hindered by the current
diagnostic system. Maltreated children tend to be diagnosed with several disor-
ders, which fail to adequately capture developmental disturbances and traumatic
etiology. The proposed Developmental Trauma Disorder (DTD) addresses these
shortcomings. This workshop will explore: (1) the evidence that has led to the for-
mation of DTD; (2) the proposed diagnostic criteria for DTD; (3) how DTD leads to
better psychological evaluations; and (4) how DTD can inform child custody law
and child custody evaluations.
David Gapen, J.D., Walling, Berg & Debele, Minneapolis, MN
Mark A. Gapen, Ph.D., The Trauma Center at JRI, Brookline, MA

29. Integrating Research into Clinical Practice:
Survey Results of Brief Focused Assessments

Limited funding generally results in few resources for evaluation of clinical pro-
grams for family courts. Therefore, there is limited research on the populations
served by these programs and how well the programs work. It is possible and
desirable to incorporate data collection into clinical programs in order to study the
referred families and program effectiveness. The process used in developing a
database from the ongoing clinical activity in the UMASS Family Court Clinic will
be outlined and data regarding program outcome and evaluation will
be discussed.
Linda Cavallero, Ph.D., Director, University of Massachusetts Family Court Clinic,
Worcester, MA
Jennifer DelRey, M.S., Ed.S., University of Massachusetts Family Court Clinician,
Worcester, MA

30. Conceptualizing the Dynamics of the Enmeshed
Dyad: Adultification, Parentification and
Infantilization

Custody evaluation commonly calls for conceptualization of both a rejected
parent-child dyad and a complimentary, enmeshed parent-child dyad. This work-
shop will address three dynamics as they commonly appear within the
enmeshed parent-child dyad: adultification, parentification and infantilization.
Case material will illustrate the identification and evaluation of these dynamics.
Potential remedies are introduced as relevant to the child’s ability to maintain a
healthy relationship with each parent across the course of development.
Benjamin Garber, Ph.D., Merrimack, NH
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AFCC will provide a certificate of conference attendance for a processing fee of
$10 for members and $15 for nonmembers. The certificate will verify atten-
dance at conference sessions and may be used to apply for continuing
education credits with the registrant’s accrediting institution.
Psychologists: AFCC is approved by the American Psychological Association to
sponsor continuing education for psychologists. AFCC maintains responsibility
for the program and its content. All pre-conference institutes and sessions are
eligible for continuing education for psychologists. Psychologists who wish to
receive continuing education credits must register for the certificate of atten-
dance and sign in and out in the back of the session room.
Lawyers: Massachusetts does not have mandatory continuing legal educa-
tion requirements. Out of state conference attendees may use the certificate
of attendance to apply to their individual state for credit.
Mediators: All AFCC conference sessions are eligible for continuing education
units through the Association for Conflict Resolution.
Massachusetts Association for Marriage & Family Therapy: An applica-
tion for MFT continuing education credit will be submitted to The Allied Board
of Mental Health.

Massachusetts Licensed Mental Health Counselors: An application for
LMHC continuing education credit will be submitted to MaMHCA/MMCEP.
Mental Health Professionals: Continuing education approval from the
National Association of Social Workers (NASW) will be submitted for up to 16.5
CE credits; however, individuals will need to verify approval with their creden-
tialing or licensing boards. AFCC is approved by the California Board of
Behavioral Sciences to offer continuing education for MFT and LCSW profes-
sionals in California, PCE#4630. Pre-conference institutes qualify for 6 hours and
the symposium program qualifies for up to 10.5 hours toward continuing edu-
cation required by CA BBS.
Custody Evaluators: California custody evaluators may satisfy part of the 8
hours of annual continuing education required under California Rules of Court,
rule 5.225. The views expressed in the program are those of the faculty and do
not necessarily represent the official positions or policies of the Judicial Coun-
cil of CA or the Administrative Office of the Courts.

Continuing Education Credits



Hotel Information
Hyatt Regency Cambridge
575 Memorial Drive
Cambridge, MA 02139
Phone: (617) 492-1234

The Hyatt Regency Cambridge is located on the banks of the Charles River, just
across the bridge from Boston. Jog along the river’s edge or exercise on your own
schedule in Hyatt’s 24-hour fitness center overlooking the Boston skyline. The
hotel offers complimentary shuttle service throughout the Cambridge area and
select Boston locations. For more information, check out the hotel’s website:
http://cambridge.hyatt.com.

AFCC attendees are responsible for making their own lodging arrangements and
will receive the special rate of $179/single occupancy and $199/double occu-
pancy per night. The AFCC block of rooms will be released to the public for general
sale on October 5, 2010, and the special group rate will not be guaranteed after
that date, so please make your reservations early. Call the Hyatt Regency for
hotel reservations at (402) 592-6464 or toll free at (888) 421-1442, or make your
reservations online at https://resweb.passkey.com/go/afcc9thsymp.

Airline Travel
The Boston Logan International Airport (BOS) is served by all major commercial
carriers. Burkhalter Travel, AFCC’s preferred travel agency, is available to assist you
with the best rates for your transportation needs. Contact Burkhalter Travel at
(800) 556-9286 or (608) 833-9339 ext. 211 and ask for Kirk.
Ground Transportation
Ground transportation from the airport to Cambridge is provided by numerous cab
companies for a flat rate of $34, which includes tolls. A shared van to Cambridge
will cost $18-22 through Day and Knight Transportation; however, if you make
your reservation at least 3 days in advance, the company will only charge $14.50
each way. For advance reservations, call (617) 771-2497. All major car rental agen-
cies are also located at the airport.
Parking
Self parking at the Hyatt Regency Cambridge is $35 per night with in/out privi-
leges. Valet parking is $39 per night.
Climate
Average daytime temperatures in late October will be in the low 60s, with night-
time temperatures in the 40s. Be sure to take a light jacket or sweater, as meeting
rooms and restaurants may be air conditioned.

Travel and Lodging Information
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New Member Special: Join AFCC when you register for the conference and
receive a twelve-month membership for $140—a $10 discount—and save even
more by registering at the AFCC member rate! To join, simply circle the New
Member Special rate on the conference registration form. The New Member Spe-
cial is available only to first time AFCC members.
Pre-Symposium Institute: Includes attendance at one pre-symposium insti-
tute, refreshment breaks and institute materials. Pre-symposium institute
registration is separate from the registration for the full conference.
Symposium Registration: Includes all conference sessions and materials, elec-
tronic conference proceedings, refreshment breaks, welcome reception, Friday’s
luncheon and AFCC hospitality suite. Pre-symposium institute registration requires
a separate registration fee.

Symposium Conference Presenter Registration: Available only to Sympo-
sium presenters. Includes all conference sessions and materials, welcome
reception, Friday’s luncheon and AFCC hospitality suite. A separate registration fee
is required for presenters who wish to attend pre-symposium institutes.
Full-time Student Registration: Includes admission to all conference sessions
only. Meal functions are not included. Separate registration is required for pre-sym-
posium institutes. Registration must include proof of full-time student status.
Certificate of Attendance: AFCC will provide a certificate of total hours
attended at the conference opening session, workshops and institutes for a min-
imal processing fee of $10 for members and $15 for nonmembers. To sign up,
simply circle Certificate of Attendance on the conference registration form.

Registration Information

Audio Recordings
Conference sessions will be recorded and audio CDs and MP3 downloads of the
sessions will be available at the conference and may be ordered online at
www.dcporder.com/afcc after the conference concludes. No personal audio-
recording of sessions is permitted.

Tabletop Exhibits
Exhibits will be open during conference hours. AFCC publications will be available
for purchase at the AFCC membership and publication table. If you are interested
in renting exhibit space or distributing materials to conference attendees, please
contact AFCC at (608) 664-3750 or email afcc@afccnet.org.

Scholarships
Thanks to the outstanding support of AFCC members who contributed to the
AFCC Scholarship Fund, four scholarships will be awarded for AFCC’S Ninth Sym-
posium on Child Custody Evaluations. Scholarships include registration fees for
the conference, one full-day pre-conference institute, luncheon and certificate of
attendance. Recipients are responsible for funding their own travel, lodging,
meals and related expenses. The scholarship application is available on the AFCC
website at www.afccnet.org. The application deadline is September 1, 2010.
Recipients will be notified mid-September.

Conference Bookstore
If you would like to have your book available at the conference bookstore, please
email Leslye Hunter at lhunter@afccnet.org and mention AFCC bookstore in the
subject line.
AFCC Hospitality Suite
AFCC’s Hospitality Suite will be open in the evening for informal networking and
refreshment. The Hospitality Suite is a great place to catch up with old friends and
make new ones. Please wear your name badge. The Hospitality Suite location will
be posted at the AFCC registration desk.
Taste of Cambridge/Boston
Sign up on site and join a group of 8-10 for dinner at a local restaurant. Friday
evening will be your opportunity to dine with friends and colleagues. Restaurant
descriptions and sign up sheets will be available in the conference registration
area. Participants are responsible for food, beverage and transportation costs.
Special Needs
If you have special meal requests or other special needs, please note this on the
registration form.
Room Sharing
If you are in search of a roommate, check the box on the registration form. Your
name will be placed on a list that will be provided to others who request room-
mate information. Please be certain to note your gender on the form. Roommates
are responsible for contacting one another and making hotel reservations.

Of Special Note



Registration Form
AFCC Ninth Symposium on Child Custody Evaluations • October 28-30, 2010

Hyatt Regency Cambridge • Cambridge/Boston, Massachusetts
Register online at www.afccnet.org

Please register by September 24, 2010, to ensure that your name appears on the list of Symposium attendees in the conference materials.

Please circle appropriate amount(s) below, Paid by Paid After
indicate choices, and total at the bottom Oct. 1 Oct. 1

New Member Special (First-time members only)

Join AFCC for one year and register $140 $140
at the AFCC member rates below!

Pre-Symposium Institutes (separate registration required)

Pre-Symposium Institute, AFCC Member $130 $150

Pre-Symposium Institute, Non-Member $160 $180

Symposium on Child Custody Evaluations

Symposium AFCC Member $275 $305

Symposium Non-Member $335 $365

Symposium Presenter $185 $195

Full-time Student (I.D. required, $185 $195
meals not included)

Certificate of Attendance, AFCC Member $ 10 $ 10

Certificate of Attendance, Non-Member $ 15 $ 15

TOTAL: $ _______ $ _______

You may register online at www.afccnet.org
or return completed form and payment to:

AFCC
6525 Grand Teton Plaza
Madison, WI 53719
Phone: (608) 664-3750
Fax: (608) 664-3751
Email: afcc@afccnet.org

Pre-Symposium Institute Selections (separate registration required)
Thursday, October 28, 2010, 9:00am-4:30pm
If you have registered for a Pre-Symposium Institute, please check only one of the following:
�� 1. The Essentials of Child Custody Evaluations
�� 2. Evidence and Testimony in Child Custody Evaluations
�� 3. Using the MMPI-2-RF in Child Custody Evaluations
�� 4. Mental Health-Attorney Consultation in Child Custody Cases

Symposium Workshop Selections (Please write in one workshop number per time slot)
Friday, October 29 10:30am-12:00pm Workshop 1-6 ______
Friday, October 29 1:45pm-3:15pm Workshop 7-12 ______
Friday, October 29 3:30pm-5:00pm Workshop 13-18 ______
Saturday, October 30 8:30am-10:00am Workshop 19-24 ______
Saturday, October 30 10:30am-12:00pm Workshop 25-30 ______

Method of Payment
Registrations must be paid in full prior to attendance.

�� Payment of $ _______ is enclosed (U.S. currency only please)

�� Please charge $ _______ to my �� Visa �� MasterCard
�� American Express �� Discover

Card Number ______________________________ Exp. Date ____ /____ /____

Card Holder’s Signature ____________________________________________

Purchase Order # (if applicable) _______________________________________

Cancellation Policy: Transfer of registration to another person may be done at any time with-
out a fee. All requests for refunds must be made in writing. Written notice of cancellation
received by fax or postmarked by October 11, 2010 will be issued a full refund minus a $60 serv-
ice fee. Written notice received by fax or post-marked by October 18, 2010 will have the $60
service fee deducted with the balance issued as a credit for future AFCC conferences, publica-
tions or membership dues. No refunds or credits will be issued for cancellations received after
October 18, 2010.

Please type or print clearly. This form may be duplicated.

First Name (Dr./Mr./Ms.) __________________________________________ M.I. ___  Last Name ______________________________________ Degree _________

Badge Information: First name or Nickname (As you would like it to appear on your name badge) _________________________________________________________________

Title/Profession _______________________________________________ Organization _________________________________________________________

Street Address__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City________________________________________________________________ State/Province _______ Country _______ Postal Code ____________________

Phone  ______________________________ Fax ______________________________ Email ____________________________________________________

Is this your first AFCC Conference?  �� Yes  �� No    I would like to be listed for a roommate:  �� Male  �� Female  �� Smoking  �� Non-smoking

Do you have any special needs?  �� Meals  �� Access  �� Other  Please provide details: ___________________________________________________________________



AFCC
6525 Grand Teton Plaza
Madison, WI 53719

AND CONCILIATION COURTSASSOCIATION OF FAMILY

Cambridge/Boston, Massachusetts • Hyatt Regency Cambridge
Register online at www.afccnet.org

Ninth Symposium on 
Child Custody Evaluations
October 28-30, 2010

Hyatt Regency Cambridge
Cambridge/Boston, Massachusetts


