


About the Presenter
Mindy F. Mitnick, Ed.M., M.A.,
is a Licensed Psychologist
practicing in Minneapolis. She
received a Master of Education
from Harvard University and
a Master of Arts from the
University of Minnesota. She
specializes in complex custody
cases, working as an evaluator,
therapist and parenting
consultant. Ms. Mitnick
has trained professionals

throughout the country about developmental issues
in parenting schedules, effective interventions in
high-conflict divorce, assessing allegations of sexual
abuse during divorce disputes, and the use of expert
witnesses in divorce cases. She has been a speaker for
the National Association of Counsel for Children, the
National Center for Prosecution of Child Abuse, the
Ontario Office of the Children’s Lawyer, and numerous
statewide training conferences. Ms. Mitnick served on
the Minnesota Supreme Court Task Force on Parental
Cooperation and the American Bar Association
working group to update guidelines for child witnesses
in criminal cases. She currently serves on the
Association of Family and Conciliation Courts (AFCC)
Court-Involved Therapist Task Force and is a board
member of AFCC and the Minnesota Chapter of AFCC.

Agenda
Thursday, September 30, 2010, 8:30am-4:00pm
1. Structuring your interviews with children

2. Cognitive development: preschool through
adolescence

3. Using appropriate language in interviews

4. Interviewing about preference

Friday, October 1, 2010, 8:30am-4:00pm
1. Research update on memory and suggestibility

2. Cultural issues in interviews with children

3. Interviewing about different types of domestic
violence

4. Assessing children in family court disputes —
non-interview methods

5. Presenting your information to parents and
other professionals in reports and in testimony

A two-day training program for all professionals who
work with separated or divorced parents and their
children.

Professionals wanting to include information from
children in mediation, assessments, and the parenting
coordination process need reliable methods for
interacting with them. This seminar, intended for
evaluators, therapists, children’s lawyers and judges,
will focus on strategies for improving our ability to
understand and present the voice of the child to
parents and to professionals working with families
living apart. Participants will learn about improving
the reliability of information obtained from children
by conducting developmentally sensitive interviews,
using language that children can understand,
following a continuum of suggestiveness in questions
and using a flexible protocol. This workshop will assist
participants in understanding children’s answers to
questions, reasons for apparent inconsistencies in
children’s answers and current research on children’s
vulnerability to suggestion. The impact of children’s
linguistic and cognitive development on their ability
to provide information will be discussed. Cultural
issues in interviews will be a focus of the workshop.
Special topics include assessing children’s preference
and interviewing children about different types of
domestic abuse. Non-interview methods for assessing
children will also be presented. Using examples from
cases, the presentation will include effective methods
for presenting information from interviews and
assessments of children in reports and in testimony.

Participants will be able to:

� Implement a flexible interview protocol;

� Identify research-based strategies to improve
reliability of interviews with children;

� Understand the impact of children’s linguistic and
cognitive development on their participation in
forensic interviews;

� Understand the relevance of memory and
suggestibility research for family court cases;

� Recognize cultural issues that affect the interview
process;

� Assess children’s preference through interviews
and other methods;

� Facilitate interviews with children who have
witnessed different types of domestic violence; and

� Apply effective methods of presenting information
from children in reports and in testimony.

Advanced Issues in Child Custody:
The Child’s Perspective Registration Form

First Name (Dr./Mr./Ms) _______________________________

Last Name ______________________________ Degree ______

Organization__________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City _________________________________________________

State/Province ________________________________________

Zip/Postal Code _______________________________________

Country ___________________________________________

Phone ______________________ Fax _____________________

Email ________________________________________________

AFCC Non-
Member member

New Membership Special �� $140
Join AFCC* for 12 months and
register at the AFCC member rate.
For new members only.

Advanced Issues in Child Custody: �� $290 �� $360
The Child’s Perspective
September 30-October 1, 2010

Total $_______ $_______

*AFCC membership includes a print subscription to AFCC’s quarterly
academic and research journal, Family Court Review, with online access to 
all the archives. Membership also includes a subscription to the AFCC eNEWS,
reduced registration rates to AFCC conferences and trainings, access to
AFCC’s online Member Center featuring conference audio in MP3 format 
and AFCC’s searchable Member Directory. More information is available at
www.afccnet.org.

Payment method:

Registrations must be paid in full prior to attendance.

�� Payment of $______ is enclosed 
(U.S. currency only please)

�� Please charge my credit card �� MasterCard �� Visa

�� American Express �� Discover

Card number ________________________ Exp. date ___ /___

Cardholder’s signature _________________________________

Purchase Order # (if applicable) _________________________

Please send registration form and payment to:

AFCC
6525 Grand Teton Plaza
Madison, WI 53719
Phone: (608) 664-3750
Fax: (608) 664-3751
Email: afcc@afccnet.org
Web: www.afccnet.org


