


Parenting Coordination:

Working with High Conflict Families*

A two-day training for parenting coordinators, parenting facilitators, mediators, custody
evaluators, lawyers, judges, therapists, parent educators and other professionals who work
with high-conflict families.

Parents who continue in chronic high conflict and persist in ongoing litigation

frustrate and puzzle professionals and burden the courts. This training will describe

the interventions helpful in reducing parental conflict, focusing on understanding the
psychological dynamics of the parents and the impact of the conflict on the children.
Whether called in statute a special master, a case manager, a facilitator or a coordinator,
these services, collectively known as parenting coordination, can provide a lifeline for
otherwise terminally conflicted parents. The parenting coordination process, structure
and roles will be described, emphasizing the practical aspects of serving as a parenting
coordinator. The use of parenting coordination in cases with allegations of domestic
violence, alienation and child abuse will be discussed as well as types of cases that are
not appropriate for parenting coordination. This training will also discuss the ethical
issues inherent in this role and present an overview of standards of practice.
Participants in this two-day training will:

Understand the dynamics of high conflict;

Learn about parenting coordination models, roles and practices, including
jurisdictional variations in the titles of such roles;

Describe ethical situations that may arise in parenting coordination practice and the
need for case consultation and mentoring;

Discuss special problems presented by the most difficult cases;

Understand the legal issues in serving as a parenting coordinator;

Distinguish between parenting coordination and psychotherapy, assessment or legal
representation in functioning as a parenting coordinator;

Understand the relationship between the authority described in the order for the

parenting coordinator and the types of disputes typically addressed by parenting
coordination;

B Learn the importance of clear, specific written agreements and decisions for high
conflict families; and

B Discuss the specifics of HB 1012 in Texas, which modifies the role of parenting
coordinator and codifies the related role of parenting facilitator.

About the Presenter

has been a mediator since 1984. A former president of AFCC, she

the AFCC guidelines for parenting coordination. The co-author of
two books, Working with High Conflict Families of Divorce (2001)
and Learning from Divorce (2003), she is a frequent and popular
national trainer and speaker on conflict resolution, high-conflict

amediator, lawyer and child advocate and is an adjunct professor
at the University of Colorado School of Law.

Agenda

Monday, February 22, 8:30am-4:00pm

Orientation

Overview of parenting coordination

Understanding the psychological dynamics in high-conflict families
Role of the parenting coordinator and the types of disputes handled
Qualifications and abilities needed to be a parenting coordinator
Legal framework and scope of authority

. Nuts and bolts of the parenting coordination process

Tuesday, February 23, 2008, 8:30am-4:00 pm

1. Conflict resolution skills to assist parents in making decisions
Writing agreements

Making recommendations and drafting recommendations

Ethical and legal issues

Working with attorneys and professional collaterals

Special issues (domestic violence, alienation, allegations of child abuse, inappropriate
cases)

7. Guidelines and standards of practice for parenting coordinators
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* For Texans, HB 1012 recently modified the role of parenting coordinator and codified the

related role of parenting facilitator. Both roles will be discussed in this training.

Christine A. Coates, M.Ed., J.D., an experienced family law attorney,
emphasizes alternative dispute resolution in domestic relations and

chaired the Task Force on Parenting Coordination, which developed

families, parenting coordination, hybrid processes, professionalism,
ethics, and family law. Ms. Coates has been honored for her work as

Attachment, Alienation and Difficult
Clients: Challenges for Judges, Lawyers,

Parenting Coordinators* and Forensic
Mental Health Professionals

A two-day training program for parenting coordinators, parenting facilitators, mediators,
custody evaluators, attorneys and other professionals who work with high conflict parents.

Participants will explore advanced challenges for parenting coordinators and others who

work with high conflict families. The program will focus on how to work effectively with

the most challenging clients and issues.

Participants in this training will:

B Recognize the role of attachment issues in high conflict families;

B Learn to differentiate, understand and address the needs of various groups of clients
who create high conflict situations;

B Gain greater insight into personality disordered individuals;

B Gain a deeper understanding of the phenomenon of children displaying alienated
behaviors from a parent;

B Learn advanced communication skills and apply them to working with high-conflict
families;

B Understand the different ethical obligations in various roles while working with high
conflict families;

B Utilize theoretical underpinnings to develop skills in working with high conflict
families; and

B Participate in small group processes and role plays that reinforce the practical
application of the skills being learned in these sessions.

About the Presenter
Arnold Shienvold, Ph.D., is the founding partner of Riegler -

and Doctor of Philosophy degrees in clinical psychology from the
University of Alabama and has specialized in dealing with high
conflict families since he began his practice in 1980. He is
recognized locally and nationally as an expert in the areas of

clinical practice in those areas, Dr. Shienvold has consulted to
public and private agencies, taught and lectured at a multitude
of professional conferences and schools and published papers on
these topics. Dr. Shienvold is a member of the American Psychological Association and
he is a fellow of the Pennsylvania Psychological Association where he also serves on the
custody evaluation task force. Dr. Shienvold is a past president of the Academy of Family

Mediators and was the first president of the Association for Conflict Resolution. He is also

a member of the Pennsylvania Council of Mediators and the AFCC Board of Directors.

Agenda

Wednesday, February 24, 2010, 8:30am-4:00pm
1. Attachment theory

2. Working with challenging and difficult clients

3. Dealing with personality disorders
4

. The alienated child; theory and reality in parenting coordination

Thursday, February 25, 2010, 8:30am-4:00pm
1. Dealing with impasses in facilitative processes

2. Comparing standards of practices and ethical obligations for PC’s, PF’s, CCE’s and
Mediators

3. Dealing with real life situations within different roles
4. Putting it all together with difficult clients

* This program also covers Texas parenting facilitators, Kansas case managers, Colorado
decision makers and other PC-spectrum services.

Shienvold and Associates. Dr. Shienvold received his Master of Arts

custody evaluations and family mediation. In addition to his direct
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Registration Form

First Name (Dr./Mr./Ms)

Last Name Degree

Organization

Address

City, State, Zip Country

Phone

Fax

Email

AFCC Non-
Member member

New Membership Special 0O $140
Join AFCC* for 12 months and
register at the AFCC member rate.

For new members only.

Parenting Coordination 0 $290 O $360

February 22-23, 2010

Attachment, Alienation & Difficult Clients
February 24-25, 2010

BOTH trainings
(discounted rate)

Total $

O $290 [J $360

[J $510 [ $640

*AFCC membership includes a print subscription to AFCC’s quarterly academic
and research journal, Family Court Review, with online access to all the archives.
Membership also includes a subscription to the AFCC NEWS and AFCC eNEWS,
reduced registration rates to AFCC conferences and trainings, access to AFCC'’s
online Member Center featuring online conference audio in MP3 format and
AFCC’s online searchable Member Directory. More information is available at
www.afccnet.org.

Payment method:
Registrations must be paid in full prior to attendance.
[J Payment of $ is enclosed (U.S. currency only please)

[J Please charge $ to my credit card: [J MasterCard [J Visa
[J American Express [ Discover
Card number Exp. date /

Cardholder’s signature

Purchase Order number

Please send registration form and payment to:
AFCC

6525 Grand Teton Plaza
Madison, WI 53719
Phone: (608) 664-3750
Fax: (608) 664-3751
Email: afcc@afccnet.org
Web: www.afccnet.org



